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APPENDIX B - PUBLIC OUTREACH  
 
 
Press Release 
 
From: Barbara Williamson 
Subject: riparian press release 
Date: July 8, 1999 
 
CONTACT: Barbara Williamson 
 (520) 523-6125 
Barbara.Williamson@nau.edu 
 
NAU geology faculty begins study 
of  Verde Valley riparian area 
 
FLAGSTAFF, Ariz.- Northern Arizona University researchers are documenting how the riparian areas surrounding the 
Verde River have changed since 1946.  The NAU geology department received funding from the Arizona Water 
Protection Fund for this project.   
 
"The project is unique because we are determining how vegetation distributions changed every 10 years from 1946 to 
the present," said Abe Springer, principal investigator for the study. 
 
The study will determine which vegetation changes were caused by human activities in the watershed and which 
changes were the result of natural factors such as flood and drought.  Researchers will rely on historic aerial 
photographs to help them document the vegetation changes. The study will examine about 13,000 acres in a corridor 
from three miles below Oak Creek to seven miles above Clarkdale. 
 
"Through this study we can identify sites that have the potential for restoration to a condition that provides habitat for 
native species," said Sharon Masek Lopez, research assistant for the study. 
 
Information gathered through this project will help land managers and the general public make decisions regarding the 
future management of the Verde Valley riparian system. Organizations such as the Verde Watershed Association, Dead 
Horse Ranch State Park and The Nature Conservancy have 
already expressed an interest in the findings from the study.   
 
For more information contact Sharon Masek Lopez at smasek@infomagic.com, visit the web site at 
http://vishnu.glg.nau.edu/verde/ or write to Sharon Masek Lopez, Department of Geology, P.O. Box 4099, Northern 
Arizona University, Flagstaff, AZ 86011-4099. 
 
- NAU - 
**************************************** 
 
Barbara Williamson 
Media Relations Officer 
Public Affairs & Marketing 
Work - 520.523.6125 
Pager - 520.214.5962 
 
**************************************** 
 
For more information about NAU, visit: 
http://www.nau.edu/~paffairs/ 
http://www.nau.edu/~paffairs/today1.html 
 
 
Figure B-1.  Press release July 8, 1999 regarding initiation of the Upper Verde Valley Riparian Area  
                    Historical Analysis.
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APPENDIX B (continued) 
 

 
 
Concerning an interview played on KAFF Radio 
 
George Davis, news reporter for KAFF Country Radio Station in Flagstaff, interviewed Sharon Masek 
Lopez in August and ran a short piece about the research project for two consecutive days during their 
morning news hour.  Mr. Davis intended to give us a transcript, but we never received one.  KAFF Radio 
serves northern Arizona including the Verde Valley. 
 
 
Concerning coverage on Television Station KNAZ, Channel 2 News 
 
On Thursday July 8, 1999, KNAZ (NBC affiliate) Channel 2 news in Flagstaff gave a 10-15 second news 
spot about the study as part of their “Around Arizona” segment.  No transcript was provided.   
 

 
 
Figure B-2.  This article appeared in the Cottonwood Journal Extra July 14, 1999 and the following  
                    week in the Sedona Red Rock News. 
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APPENDIX B (continued) 
 

 

 
 
    Figure B-3.  This article appeared in the Verde Independent during Summer 1999. 
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APPENDIX B (continued) 

 

 
 
Figure B-4.  This article appeared in the University of Arizona Water Resources Research Center's 
                     Arizona Water Resource newsletter January 2000. 
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APPENDIX B (continued) 
 

 
 

 
 
Figure B-5.  This is a transcript from a radio news feature that ran on KAZM Radio, 780 AM, Sedona  
                     July 17, 1999.  
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APPENDIX B (continued) 

 
Figure B-6.  This is a transcript from a radio news feature that ran on KAZM Radio, 780 AM,  
                     Sedona  July 2, 2000. 

 

 


